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the courage of the u.s.
marine corps war dogs

It’s been said that war tests the true metal of man and % Dz misconception
beast. In the wake of that proverb stands the courageous = it the dogs were
deeds of the unsung heroes of World War I1, the Marine reimed i aiiact e
Corps War Dog Platoons. ¢ Like their human counter- #1e this simp
parts they, too, were civilians—and they also volunteered st e They e
to serve their country. When the Marines decided to @1 ‘l us find the
enlist the services of man’s best friend, the Doberman J#panese Ivas ow
Pinscher Club of America volunteered to supply and 105 w0 fzhi iher
deliver dogs to the various recruiting stations as part of

the Dogs for Defense Program. ¢ “A lot of people don't

realize that these dogs were loaned to us by their own-

ers,” said William Putney, :
commanding officer of !
the Marine War Dog
Program. “It was my job to
train them and their han-
dlers for combat. The pro-
gram was new so Wwe
learned as we went. We got
the dogs used to exploding
shells. That wasn't too
hard, but teaching them to
know when it was okay to
bark and when it wasn't

was more difficult.”
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Piarney's approach to teaching che Wir
Dogs their lessons was always done o
non-agpressive manner. His love for the
dogg and rheir well-heing abways came
first, The erid result cormulated o combat=
reacy team that would forever forge a hond
between animil and handler,

“We trained three kimd of clf:g:—;,"
melnincd Putney, “We had scour dogs,
messenger dogs and dogs that detected
mines. A bip misconception is that the
dogs were trained o attack the enermy.
This simply wasn't trae. They were there
ter help us find the Japanese. It was our job
te fight them.”

Contrary to popular opinion the War
Diows couldn’t tell the difference between a
TJapanese soldier and a Marine by smell,
They were trained to detect anyone who
44 o 1L ]]'] ﬁ_’{'l“_t (_,l_['-‘.'i'l_l_: I'_'l.\,lrli:li—r!'li,h WS 1']|.|: fr'li:‘i_
sion of the scout dogs and they were the
best in the business at what they did,
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Diogs were also vsed w carry ammun
tion and medical supplies berween the
lines. And, more often than nog, they per-
formed  their wasks under heavy fire
Because of their effectiveness, Japanese
trocps made the Marine War Dogs o top
priority target

Pueney arid his Dops were pur to taslk on
July 21, 1944 when, under interse cnemy
fire, the Seeond and Third War Dog pla-
toons hit the heach as the tnvasion of
Cuam got underaway

The battle for Grogrn was one the most
bloody Fehrs of World War 11, Nearly
000 Japanese defenders werne preparad

to die for the Emperor and, i the process,
talee as many Americans with them as
posaible.
o (o 1 - -

ke Japanese turned the jungle intoa
killing zone filled with bobby traps and
snipers, Caves hecame fortresses as a
determined encmy forced the advancing

Mlarines 1o pay dearly for every inch of
ground cenguered.

T bhundred fifty MMannes inched their
vy through o steamy jungle. Nerves on
edpe they knew the enemy was out there,
but where?

“The jungle was so thick you conldn’t see
your hand in front of vour face,” recallod o
Marine who was en the patrel in question.
“We didn't koo it ar the time, butwe were
walking straipht inte an ambush, The Japs
were mvisible, none of us knew thew were
there exeept for Boart, He knew: Kuorr sived

all our lves thar day”
Fourt, a Doberman Pinscher, was part af’
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specially trined to "sniff” out enemy
troops, Kurt alerted his men to the pendmg
armbush.

Dharing the ensuing firefipht an explod-
ingcnemy moartar shell critically injursd



Kt aned his handler, PFC Alan facobson,
When medics armived, Jacobson refused
treatment until his dog had been taken
back o the aid sarion. Such was the rela-
tionship berween the Marme bandlers and
their dogrs,

A the comnrmanding offcer of the Thind
Wr Do Pletoon and veterinaran for the
second ancd Third War Doe Platoons, |
carcd - deeply for the dogs who were
wonunded or lost their lives and for the
vy larines who lost their partners and
companions,” said Pumey:

As the aging Marine recalled the inci-
dent, his eves locked onto thar special place

Meamwhale, on Chonito Ridee, PFC
John W Rach’s Doberman, Frite, stopped
cead in his tmcks, bis ears stiffened and his
nostrls flared, The Marines knew some-
thing wis coming, Thanks to Frite, the
fvmericans were alerted to what was the
larmese Banet charme of the war More than
5,000 Japanese toops raced toward the
now waiting Marines. Prepared for the
charge, the Marines repulsed the artack.
Onee again an alert War Dog had saved
many American lives.

P Rick Reinaver of Chicaga and his
midnight-black male German shepherd—
also named Ricl—were mwa of a kind,

wonderful antmals,” said O Brien: “The
dogs stepped us from walking into an
ambush chat none of ws would have sur-
vived. 161t weren't for that dog my maoth-
er would have gotren some flowers from
the government and Tt just bea name on
across,”

O'Brien recalled the following unique
stary about a dog and his handler, one of
roany he remembers:

“PFC Harold Tesch had this Alaskan
mslamute named Tippy This dog was
labeled incorrigible. Fle was even hostile
to other Marines, This is the only dog we
woould give gowide bereh o, Mean as hell,

“Put him in the Marine
Cemetery. Hes a Marine like
all the rest of them.

that we all go when we
remember things thar once
were, Holding back a tear, he
relived the time when Kurtwas
bravghr o s md stanon,

“Shrapnel had blown off the
top of his spine, exposing the
spinal cord,” he said. “T wied
desperately 1o save his life
Atter surgery; T ocarried him
oy foschiole to watcl over
him, When the shells hic and
exploded, the earth rose and
smashed inm oy face. Ko
was unable 1o protect himsell,
s | pathered hive in oy avms
tor keeep hime from slanming
down on the prousd as the
shells burst all around s

At s with machine il
bullets cracking througly the
bushes overbesd, Kure stopped breathing,
earning him the dubiows honor of becom-
ing the first of 25 War Diogs to die in’ com-
bt eharng the Crosrm Campaign,

Potney sad, "When 1 asked mv com
rranching officer whar T should do with
Kurt, he replied, "Put him in the Mearine
Cemetery, He's & Marine like all the rest
of them.™

Following the bartle, Pumney carried
Kaere to the Marine Cemerery and buried
hirm amaong his tellow Leathernecks.

1 MARINE WAR DOOS GAVE THEIR LIVEL LiB ERATIMG
GUAM TN ISd THEY SERVED A3 KENTRIES, MESSENGERS. BUOLITS
THEY ENFLOEED CAVES, DETECTED MENES AN BOLSEY THATS.
SEMPER FIDEL1S
YONNIE ROKO BUNEIE
PONCHO-  TUBBY HOE
PRINCE FRITE EMMY
CAFPY DUKE MAX
TARNG BIVER  BROCRIE
PEFPER  LUDWIG - HICKEY
TA?_L{ ARTEIEE AT S B kAN WRETE

GIVEN 1N THELR MEM
0 THE Ind AND Iod MARIRE
OWE THEIE LiYES-T0 THE BR

E EakLA

They were inseparable—and a more dead-
Iy fighting team dida’t exist. After the war
they went home wgecher. Rick (the dog)
becarne @ famous shew dog and Rick (the
human) went o to produce the natien’s
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longest running animal show, Murwal off

Chnahas Wild Kingaam.

Cyril CO¥Brien was an infantryman on
Ciam wha later became @ war COTTEEPION-
dent. He, lile many other Marines, owes
his Tifiz v the seour dogs.

“Mly buarr was saved twi tmes by thase

bt o faneastic scout, He
winslel newver bark and give
AWHY QLT POSIEIOT L]"‘!pp}-‘ bzt
this real foow prronel and he was
nsver wrong,”

oy heart Pl abways
believe that Gaod Himself sene
Tippy 1o lool: after me,” said
Tesch, "He was so wood he
could even smell a sniper hid-
iz in a tree,”

During a morear artack
Tippy and Tesch were blown
our of their foxhole. Shell frag-
ments tore into Tesch and Tis
dog lay paralyzed some 20 feet
away: Tippy managed to drag
himselt back to his bleeding
rmaster and laid his head oo the
Moarine’s chest. Both Tippy
ancl Tesch survived.

“Adter the war, Tippy wiis released to
Tesch on permission of the dog's owner,”
sazd OVBrien. “They were inseparable,
Then one day, this wonderful dog that had
saved so many lves was deliberately tun
down and killed bivserrne bum ona motor
eyele, Tesch eprried his old friend to the
rver by his house and bured him there”

Diazs ery, too,

PTC Edward Topkas buller-riddled
body was found in a dicch surrounded by
half & dozen dead Japanese soldiers
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Garding 1is lileless body was Topla's
DRoberman, Lucky The dog wouldn's let
anyone neas 1he handler’s body, not even
b fiellow Mlarines.

Anather Dobenman, Seig, was so dis-
traught over the death of his haadler he
refused to eat and lost 20 pounds.

There were 72 dogs on Guamn and of
that number, 24 were killed in action. They
were buried next to Kurt, the first dog to
die in the line of duty. One other dog was
barried at se.

Afrer the war Bill Pumey was sull taking
care of bis canine coopers, He developed a
program to reintroduce them into civiban
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life, All'of his surviving dogs were retumed
to their ovmers after the war. Now civilians,
the former War Dogs never bit, artacked or
caused any crouble. The former warriors
were once again ideal loving pets,

Toaday on Guam sets the War Doz
emorial. A bronze sculprure represent-
ing Burt stands proudly with the names of

=
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fis fallen comrades imsenbed on the base
of the monument,

The War Do Cemetery 15 one of the
most popular attractions on the ishnd. The
person responsible for this tribute to the
fallen four-legped marines of the Third
War Dop Platcon was the man whe
trained  them, commanded them and
pacched their wounds,

“In 1989 1 returned to Guam with my
friend Dale Cuillen, who was alse a barine
dog handler,” sald Purmey: “We were dis-
miyed when we couldn’t find the cemerery:
We learned that in 1963 a typhoon
destroved the original site, The graves and

L = =
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the roarlers had been relocated toa remot:
jungle location near the towr of Dedede. [t
was 2 disprace. The marzers were dewn and
seattered about, hizh grass and weeds grew
ower the praves. [rwas disgracetul o see the
final resting place of these gallant animals
s desecrated. | was deeply disturbed.

A Lot of us (former Marinesh are stll
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alive hecause the dogs buried there gave
their lives. 1 'h::_'r deserved a place of honor
ancl | wasn't going to rest uniil they had it

Worlang  tirelessly and at his own
expense, Pumey waded into a sea of red
tape Relentless i his poursat, he eventual-
by s vl torseoure a finad resting place for
the dogs thar served mhis cormand,

By wiorking wirh the LS. Park Service,
Melrime Genersl Lows Walson and former
handler, mowe accorney; Diale Quillen; the
cemetery was eventually moved back to it
original location on Asan Beach, Then the
United Doberman Club raised meney for s
bronze statue created by artist Susan Babary,

Oy June 20, 1994, Always Fairhiil, a life-
aieed statue of 4 Doberman and the naton's
Frst trilaene to v dogs, was unveiled.

“This memorial 15 absolutely ficting,”
s Putney, "As the Commandant of the
Marines saidd, "This is o tribute o fallen
Marines” He dido’t eall them dogs. He
called chemy Barines.” m



